
Delinquent Tax Bills 

Taxpayers need to understand the financial impact delinquent taxes can have... 
 

15% Attorney Fees attach to all unpaid taxes on July 1st!!! 
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When did my taxes become delinquent? 

In general, Texas Property Tax Code provides that property taxes become delinquent on 
February 1st.  However, if January 31st falls on a weekend, the delinquency date is extended 
to the next business day. 

How is my tax bill changed by being delinquent? 

Your tax bill will increase each month while it is delinquent.  This is because penalty and 
interest is added to the original tax amount by law. 

How much are the penalties and interest? 

For each month that the tax is unpaid, penalties and interest are added as a percentage of 
the original tax amount due.  In addition, if your tax remains unpaid on July 1st, 
attorney fees are added by law as well. 

Month  Penalty Interest Atty Fee    Total 

FEB.   6%        1%        ----                  7% 

MAR.    7%         2%        ----                9% 

APR.     8%         3%        ----           11% 

MAY     9%         4%        ----          13% 

JUN.     10%         5%        ----          15% 

JUL.     12%         6%        15%        33% 

AUG.     12%        7%        15%        34% 

The penalty jumps to a maximum of 12% on July 1st.  However, for each month the bill is 
unpaid, interest continues to increase by 1% per month. 



Can I be assessed any additional costs other than penalty, interest and 
attorney fees? 

Yes.  If a delinquent tax suit is filed against your property, you will also be liable for court 
costs and title work. 

What happens if I don’t pay the taxes on my real estate and a delinquent 
tax suit is filed? 

If a delinquent tax suit is filed against your real estate and the CCAD wins the suit, your 
property will then be auctioned off on the courthouse steps at a tax sale.     

I own a business.  What happens if I don’t pay taxes on my business 
personal property? 

Business personal property is personal property assets used in the production of income.  
Typically this would include furniture, machinery, equipment and inventory.  If you do not 
pay the tax bill for this kind of property, the tax collector can seize those assets and sell 
them at a tax sale pursuant to a court ordered tax warrant. 

Can I qualify for any exceptions to the penalties and interest? 

The law allows active duty personnel in the armed forces to pay without penalties and 
interest in certain cases.  Generally, the service member must be transferred out of the 
state during a war or national emergency.  If you believe you may qualify for this exception, 
you should contact CCAD for details concerning eligibility requirements and when the 
exception expires. 

Is there any way to defer my taxes? 

Persons who are over the age of 65, or who are receiving social security disability 
payments may defer taxes on their homestead property.  This can be done even if a suit has 
been filed or if your homestead is scheduled for sale at a tax auction.  For more information 
on tax deferrals and deferral deadlines contact CCAD. 

There are other payment options for persons over age 65 or who are 
disabled… 

Over 65 and disabled persons can qualify for quarterly payments without penalty and 
interest.  Under this provision, one fourth of the tax due must be paid by January 31st with 
the remaining quarterly payments due BEFORE April 1st, June 1st and August 1st.   However, 
you may not take this option if your taxes have become delinquent. 

I don’t qualify for any of the exceptions or deferrals.  Are there any 
payment options available to me? 

In certain cases, the tax collector can enter into a payment agreement with a taxpayer.  For 
more details on this option, we encourage you to contact a CCAD tax collections 
representative as soon as possible. 



When you add all of the possible interest, penalties and other related 
fees to your tax bill… 

As you can see from this brochure, your tax bill will increase dramatically as time passes, 
especially on July 1st when the 15% delinquent tax attorney fee is attached.  In many 
instances, this can develop into an even more difficult situation for you as a taxpayer.  
Additionally, as this brochure explained, if taxes are left unpaid you can even suffer the loss 
of your property 

While it is our obligation to collect property taxes for the taxing units we serve, we also 
recognize the difficulties facing delinquent taxpayers.   

 

 


